
WHAP - MR. DUEZ - Chapter 19 - Notes 

Asian Internal Troubles & External Threats 



 In what ways did the Industrial Revolution shape the character of  

19th cent. European imperialism?

• The enormous productivity of industrial 

technology & Europe’s growing affluence created 

the need for extensive raw materials & agricultural 

products 

• Europe needed to sell its own products, & foreign 

regions proved to be important markets.

• Sought investments abroad both for the profits 

that they promised & to stimulate demand for 

European products.

• Industrial Revolution produced technological 

innovations that gave Europe an edge that 

facilitated imperialism through military 

advancement: steamship, the breech-loading rifle, 

& the telegraph 

• Ordinary Europeans felt Nationalism & pride in 

country. Which they followed by reading of news 

of acquisition, war, and advancement in the press. 

Almost like the 'sports pages' of today. Or 

SportsCenter on tv.



YouTube: Andrew Marr's History of the World - The Opium War (Begin at 7:00 min - play to 15:20)

http://youtu.be/JMSGuL_3swA?t=6m4s
http://youtu.be/JMSGuL_3swA?t=6m4s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMSGuL_3swA


Addiction to Opium

Throughout the 19th century, opium 

imports created a massive addiction 

problem in China, as this photograph of 

an opium den from around 1900 

suggests. 

Not until the early 20th century did the 

British prove willing to curtail the 

opium trade from their Indian colony. 

(Hulton-Deutsch Collection/Corbis)

Idea that Asians & Africans were "heathen" 

because they were not Christian is an idea 

that flourished in Europe before the 19th 

century. 

In many cases, Europeans simply took advantage of others 

& felt justified in doing so.



British incorporate American 

technology from the Civil War: 

The Gatling Gun

     “Whatever happens we have got

     The Maxim gun and they have not.”  

-- English writer Hilaire Belloc



“Our Celestial Empire possesses all things in prolific abundance…,” he declared. “There 

was therefore no need to import the manufactures of outside barbarians...”

1793: Letter to King George III, the Chinese emperor Qianlong sharply rebuffed British 

requests for a less restricted trading relationship with his country.



Tiaping Rebellion  (pron. tie-PING) - Massive Chinese civil war rebellion that devastated 

much of the country between 1850 & 1864 against the ruling Manchu-led Qing Dynasty. 

Rebellion was based on the teachings of Hong Xiuquan. 

- Sought revolutionary changes, including a 

radical redistribution of land & recognition 

of the equality between men & women.

- Caused the largest loss of life of any 

conflict in the 19th century.

- Employed elements of Christianity as part 

of its ideology.

- Failed primarily because Hong Xiuquan 

was unable to consolidate the peasant forces 

to assemble a strong enough resistance to 

win.

Hong Xiuquan:  (pron. Hong Shee-OH-chew-an) Chinese religious leader (1814– 1864)

Sparked the Taiping Uprising. Won over millions of people to his unique form of 

Christianity: he himself was the younger brother of Jesus, sent to establish a “heavenly 

kingdom of great peace” on earth.

China’s internal crisis helped spur uprising. This was a different kind of peasant 

upheaval. Its leaders largely rejected Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism alike.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchu_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qing_Dynasty
http://college.cengage.com/history/world/bulliet/earth_peoples/2e/students/prguide/voice/0815.mp3


Western military support & provincial gentry 

landowners helped the Qing forces to victory. 

Thus the Qing dynasty was saved, but it was also 

weakened as the provincial gentry consolidated 

their power at the expense of the central state. 

Intense conservatism of both imperial 

authorities & their gentry supporters did not 

solve their immediate issues:

★ Postponed any resolution of China’s peasant problem

★ Delayed any real change for China’s women

★ Deferred vigorous efforts at modernization until the 

communists came to power in the mid-20th century. 

★ More immediately, the devastation & destruction 

occasioned by this massive civil war seriously disrupted 

and weakened China’s economy. 

★ Estimated 20 to 30 million killed!

In human terms, it was the most costly conflict 

in the world of the 20th century, and it took 

China more than a decade to recover. 

This created a highly unfavorable setting for the 

country’s encounter with Europe (newly 

invigorated by the Industrial Revolution).



"Society of Righteous & Harmonious Fists" 

aka The Boxers

Militia organizations killed many 

Europeans and Chinese Christians, 

besieged foreign embassies in Beijing

Western powers & Japan 

occupied Beijing to crush the 

revolt

- Imposed massive reparation payments 

- Educated Chinese became disillusioned 

with the Qing dynasty. Was viewed by 

many as foreign occupation by many 

Chinese. 

- Qing program of self-strengthening 

failed largely due to conservative forces 

seeking to maintain their positions of 

privilege.

- China's Qing Dynasty had an attitude of 

caution & only undertook mild measures 

to adopt some Western innovations of 

Europe, the US, & Japan.



"Society of Righteous & Harmonious Fists" aka 

The Boxers

Beginning in 1898, groups of peasants in 

northern China began to band together into a 

secret society known as I-ho ch’üan 

(“Righteous & Harmonious Fists”), called the 

“Boxers” by Western press. 

Members of the secret society practiced 

boxing & calisthenic rituals which they 

believed would make them impervious to 

bullets.





Map 19.1 China & the World in the 19th Century

As China was reeling from massive internal upheavals during the 19th century, it also 

faced external assaults from Russia, Japan, & various European powers. 

By the end of the century, large parts of China were divided into spheres of influence, 

each affiliated with one of the major industrial powers of the day.



Western & Japanese Navy troops during the 

Boxer Rebellion, 1900.  Japan, Britain, Russia, 

France, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy, USA.



Execution of Boxers after rebellion, to appease 

foreign powers.



"China, the cake of kings, and 

of emperors." 

(a French pun on king cake & kings & emperors 

wishing to "consume" China)

French political cartoon from 1898. 

A pastry represents "Chine" (French 

for China) & is being divided between 

caricatures of Queen Victoria of the 

United Kingdom, William II of 

Germany (who is squabbling with Queen Victoria 

over a borderland piece, whilst thrusting a knife into the 

pie to signify aggressive German intentions), 

Nicholas II of Russia, who is eyeing a particular 

piece, the French Marianne (who is diplomatically 

shown as not participating in the carving, & is depicted as 

close to Nicholas II, as a reminder of the Franco-Russian 

Alliance), 

& the Meiji Emperor of Japan, carefully 

contemplating which pieces to take. 

A stereotypical Qing official throws up his hands 

to try and stop them, but is powerless. 

It is meant to be a figurative 

representation of the Imperialist 

tendencies of these nations towards 

China during the decade.



"China -- the cake of kings and... of emperors" 

French political cartoon from 1898. 

A pastry represents "Chine" (French for China) 

& is being divided between caricatures of 

Queen Victoria of the United Kingdom and 

William II of Germany, who is squabbling with 

Queen Victoria over a borderland piece, whilst 

thrusting a knife into the pie to signify 

aggressive German intentions.



"China -- the cake of kings and... of emperors" 

French political cartoon from 1898. 

Nicholas II of Russia, who is eyeing a particular piece.

The French Marianne, who is diplomatically shown as 

not participating in the carving, & is depicted as close to 

Nicholas II, as a reminder of the Franco-Russian 

Alliance. Marianne is a national emblem of France, an 

allegory of Liberty and Reason, and a portrayal of the 

Goddess of Liberty.

Franco-Russian Alliance: military alliance between French Third 

Republic & the Russian Empire that ran from 1892 - 1917. The alliance 

ended the diplomatic isolation of France & undermined the supremacy 

of the German Empire in Europe. France would remain the principal 

ally of Russia until 1917, from an economical, financial & military point 

of view.



"China, the cake of kings and... of emperors" 

French political cartoon from 1898. 

A samurai representing Japan, carefully contemplating which 

pieces to take. 

The first major conflict of the 1900s was a Japanese victory 

over Russia in the Russo-Japanese War. Japanese Navy 

attacked the Russian eastern fleet at Port Arthur, a naval base 

in the Liaotung province leased to Russia by China, which led 

to war. The Japanese defeated the Russians in a series of 

battles on land and at sea.

This was unexpected by world observers. Over time, the 

consequences of these battles would transform the balance of 

power in East Asia, resulting in a reassessment of Japan's 

recent entry onto the world stage.



"China -- the cake of kings and... of emperors" 

French political cartoon from 1898. 

A very negative portrayal of a stereotypical Qing official throws up 

his hands to try & stop them, but is powerless. 

It is meant to be a figurative representation of the Imperialist 

tendencies of these nations towards China during the decade.





 What lay behind the decline of the Ottoman Empire in the 19th century?

• Empire shrank in size both because of European aggression in places like Egypt & 

because of successful nationalist independence movements in the Balkans.

• Ottoman state had weakened, particularly in its ability to raise revenue, as provincial 

authorities & local warlords gained greater power.

• Weakened militarily, as the Janissaries (the elite military corps of the Ottoman state) 

had become reactionary defenders of the status quo & had military ineffectiveness.





 What lay behind the decline of the Ottoman Empire in the 19th century?

• Technological gap with the West was clearly growing.

• Europeans achieved direct oceanic access to the treasures of Asia.

• Competition from cheap European manufactured goods 

• Ottoman Empire grew increasingly indebted & became reliant on foreign loans. Its 

inability to pay the interest on those loans led to foreign control of much of its revenue-

generating system & the outright occupation of Egypt by the British.





"The Sick Man of Europe" - The Ottoman Empire was changing rapidly.

The Battle of Omdurman, 1898, the 

21st Lancers delivered the last full 

scale cavalry charge of modern 

warfare. 

Demonstration of the superiority of a 

highly disciplined British army 

equipped with modern rifles & 

artillery over a vastly larger force 

armed with older weapons, & marked 

the success of British efforts to re-

conquer the Sudan.

1750: was still strong, at center of the 

Islamic world; by 1900, was known 

as “the sick man of Europe”

- Region by region, Islamic world fell 

under Christian rule, & the 

Ottomans couldn’t prevent it

- Ottomans lost territory to Russia, 

Britain, Austria, and France

- Napoleon’s 1798 invasion of Egypt 

was especially devastating

- Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria, & 

Romania attained independence

- Ottomans sent ambassadors to European 

courts to study their administrative methods.

- "Young Turks" advocated a 

militantly secular Turkish national 

state.

- In 1839 Ottoman legal code was 

revised to recognize equality under 

the law of all religious faiths.



YouTube: Crash Course World History - Samurai, Daimyo, Matthew Perry and Nationalism

http://youtu.be/Nosq94oCl_M
http://youtu.be/Nosq94oCl_M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nosq94oCl_M


U. S. Commodore Perry: "Invades" Japan & Demands it Open Her Doors

Japan was forced to open up to more 

“normal” relations with the world by 

U.S. commodore Matthew Perry in 

1853.

1853–1900: radical transformation of Japanese 

society

Became powerful, modern, united, 

industrialized

Japan created its own East Asian 

empire (defeats Russia in Russo-Japanese War)

United States sent Commodore Perry 

in 1853 to demand better treatment 

for castaways, right to refuel & buy 

provisions, & the opening of trade 

ports



Commodore Perry "Invades" Japan & Demands it Open Her Doors

Not THAT Perry!

The shogun’s spinelessness triggered a civil war 

Meiji restoration: Overthrow of the 

Tokugawa shogunate of Japan in 

1868, restoring power at long last to 

the emperor Meiji. (MAY-gee)

Aimed to save Japan from the 

foreigners by transformation of 

Japanese society rather than by 

resistance.

Massive adjustment of society in the 

final decades of the 19th century led 

to substantial change social 

structure of Japan.

The West wasn’t as interested in 

Japan, at least not as much as China.





How did the Japanese policies in Korea & Taiwan 

compare to European imperialist practice?

The Japanese were equally as cruel as the Europeans 

toward their respective subjects.



YouTube: Andrew Marr's History of the World - End of Samurai & Beginning of Industrialized Japan (Begin at 31:40 min)

http://youtu.be/Fa9DCRqXqpc?t=31m40s
http://youtu.be/Fa9DCRqXqpc?t=31m40s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fa9DCRqXqpc


Samurai relinquished their ancient 

role as the country’s warrior class 

& with it their cherished right to 

carry swords. 

Old Confucian-based social order with its 

special privileges for various classes was 

largely dismantled, & almost all Japanese 

became legally equal as commoners & as 

subjects of the emperor. 

Limitations on travel & trade likewise fell as a 

nationwide economy came to parallel the 

centralized state. Although there was some 

opposition to these measures, including a brief 

rebellion of resentful samurai in 1877, it was 

on the whole a remarkably peaceful process in 

which a segment of the old ruling class 

abolished its own privileges. 

Many, but not all, of these displaced elites 

found a soft landing in the army, bureaucracy, 

or business enterprises of the new regime, 

thus easing a painful transition.


