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Key Terms and People 

Kwame Nkrumah  leader of the Gold Coast nationalist movement, founded the 

Convention People's Party and later, became first prime minister of Ghana  

Jomo Kenyatta   leader of the nationalist movement in Kenya 

Mau Mau  violent movement in Kenya to take land back from white farmers 

apartheid  “apartness;” a policy that divided South Africans into four racial groups 

Taking Notes 
As you read, use a graphic organizer like the one below to take notes on 

African independence movements. 

 

 

MAIN IDEA 
After World War II, almost all countries in Africa gained independence from ruling 

European powers. 
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Section Summary 
BRITISH AND FRENCH COLONIES 

After World War II, Great Britain and France were the 

first to begin decolonization,the withdrawal of 

colonial powers from their colonies and areas of 

influence. The Gold Coast in Ghana, West Africa was 

the first British colony to achieve independence. 

Leaders in the Gold Coast had wanted greater 

participation in government. They established a 

convention with goals of cooperating with the British 

and gain influence through peaceful means. 

Another, nationalist movement started in the Gold 

Coast, but it was less cooperative. Kwame Nkrumah 

led this group, called the Convention People's Party 

(CPP). Nkrumah was jailed for leading strikes and 

demonstrations, but the CPP still became a major 

political party. In 1951, the British allowed national 

elections. The CPP won. When Britain granted the 

Gold Coast full self-government in 1957, Nkrumah 

became its first prime minister. 

The path to independence did not go as smoothly in 

Kenya. White Kenyan farmers and the native Kikuyu 

people clashed over ownership of the Kenyan 

highlands. The farmers feared that with independence, 

they would lose large tracts of valuable cash crops to 

the Kikuyu, who considered the land their ancestral 

homeland. Jomo Kenyatta supported the Kikuyus 

and led Kenya's nationalist movement. Many Kikuyu 

farmers formed a violent movement called the Mau 

Mau, terrorizing the highlands and murdering anyone 

who opposed them. Though the British fought back 

against the Mau Mau, it was clear that they should 

decolonize. In 1963, Jomo Kenyatta became the first 

prime minister of independent Kenya. 

After World War II, France's prime minister, 

Charles de Gaulle, tried to make the African colonies 

part of France itself. He also supported the call for 

greater African participation in colonial government. 

Some African leaders wanted self-rule, but others 

wanted a continuing relationship with France. In 1958, 

most of the colonies joined a new organization called 

the French Community, which kept ties with France 

but gained independence a few years later. 

How did Kenya's 
nationalist movement differ 
from Ghana's? 

______________________  

______________________  

______________________  

______________________  

Circle the name of the 
colonial organization 
created by France in 1958. 
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PORTUGUESE AND BELGIAN COLONIES 

The transition to independence was difficult for the 

Belgian and Portuguese colonies in Africa. In the 

1950s, African nationalists in the Congo demanded 

self-government right away. In the 1960s, the 

Belgians suddenly announced that they would 

withdraw completely from the Congo. This led to 

violence against Belgian settlers and a civil war. 

As Portugal held on to its colonies, African leaders 

organized armies to fight for independence in Angola, 

Portuguese Guinea, and Mozambique. This led to long 

years of bloody warfare in the colonies. Years of war 

and a military coup back in Portugal ruined its 

economy. By 1974, Portugal could no longer support 

its colonies, and it withdrew completely from Africa. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

In the early 1900s, South Africa was run by white 

Afrikaners, descendents of the original Dutch settlers. 

South Africa has been independent since 1910, but 

nonwhites had limited freedom under the restrictive 

Afrikaner government. In 1948, the National Party, 

dominated by Afrikaners, came to power in South 

Africa. The party created a policy of apartheid, 

which means "apartness" in the Afrikaans language. 

This policy divided people into four racial groups: 

White, Black, Colored (mixed ancestry), and Asian. It 

imposed harsh controls over nonwhites, banned 

interracial marriages, and restricted African land and 

business ownership. 

Under apartheid, only white South Africans could 

vote or hold political office. Blacks, who made up 

nearly 75 percent of the population, were denied 

citizenship and could only work certain jobs for very 

little pay. Blacks were forced to live in poor areas 

called townships. The government made sure the 

townships remained poor by restricting their 

businesses. In the 1950s, the government created 

"homelands" for African tribes or groups, which did 

not include good farmland or resources. The 

government used the homelands as an excuse to deny 

citizenship to millions of South Africans. Black men 

had to travel far from their families to work in mines, 

factories, and farms. 

What aspects of life on 

homelands show the South 

African government was 

not really helping Blacks 

by granting them this land? 

______________________  

______________________  

______________________  

What determined the rights 
of people living under 
apartheid in South Africa? 

______________________  

Explain one similarity 
between the nationalist 
movements in the Belgian 
and Portuguese colonies. 

______________________  

______________________  


